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Metadata Content That Makes Your Data Discoverable as an NGDA Dataset

NGDA Datasets are national resources as designated by OMB Circular A–16 Supplemental Guidance (Nov 2010). For those creating NGDA-designated datasets, the following metadata recommendations are provided to promote the discovery and use NDGA data resources. This guidance is in addendum to the general GeoPlatform metadata guidance provided at ttp://www.geoplatform.gov/resources.

Theme Keywords and Thesaurus
Theme Keywords provide a simple means of identifying NGDA-designated datasets. Include the following Theme Keywords and Thesaurus reference when documenting your NGDA dataset. 	Comment by Lynda Wayne: McCready, CENSUS - For the ISO Theme Keyword and Thesaurus example, there should be a link to the Thesaurus in the otherCitation details section. Not everyone, especially those who are not in the Federal community, will have an idea about purpose and definitions of the NGDA tags.
	Comment by Lynda Wayne: We want to minimize the NGDA metadata burden. While it would be helpful to the general public, they could simply google the term if interested

	Theme Keyword
	Rationale
and Comments

	‘NGDA’
	Inclusion of the acronym ‘NGDA’ in your Theme Keywords facilitates discovery within the Data.gov/GeoPlatform.gov system.

	‘National Geospatial Data Asset’
	Inclusion of the full phrase ‘National Geospatial Data Asset’ explains the NGDA acronym for those not familiar with the program and facilitates user understanding of the status of the dataset

	Your NGDA specified theme
	Inclusion of the NGDA specified theme (https://www.fgdc.gov/initiatives/portfolio-management/themes)
to which your dataset is assigned enables those interested in Theme specific dataset to discover the NGDA designated resource and promote use of that resource.
Use the list of NGDA Theme Keywords provided below exactly as written. The addition of the term ‘Theme’ and removal of all punctuations and spacing ensure that the Keywords will be properly display in Data.gov.

Biota Theme
Cadastre Theme
Climate and Weather Theme
Cultural Resources Theme
Elevation Theme
Geodetic Control Theme
Geology Theme
Governmental Units and Administrative and Statistical Boundaries Theme
Imagery Theme
Land Use Theme
Real Property Theme
Soils Theme
Transportation Theme
Utilities Theme
Water Inland Theme
Water Oceans and Coast Theme

	Theme Keyword Thesaurus
	Rationale
and Comments

	‘NGDA Portfolio Themes’
	Inclusion of the ‘NDGA Portfolio Themes’ as a Theme Keyword Thesaurus supports recognition of the dataset as an NGDA resource.



ISO THEME KEYWORD AND THESAURUS EXAMPLE:
Keywords:
Theme:
Theme Keyword: NGDA
Theme Keyword: National Geospatial Data Asset
Theme Keyword: Governmental Units and Administrative and Statistical Boundaries Theme
Theme Keyword Thesaurus: NGDA Portfolio Themes

Theme:
Theme Keyword: Cartographic Boundary
Theme Keyword: State
Theme Keyword: County
Theme Keyword: Census Tract
Theme Keyword: Boundaries 
Theme Keyword Thesaurus: None

CSDGM/FGDC THEME KEYWORD AND THESAURUS EXAMPLE:
Keywords:
Theme:
Theme Keyword Thesaurus: NGDA Portfolio Themes
Theme Keyword: NGDA
Theme Keyword: National Geospatial Data Asset
Theme Keyword: Governmental Units and Administrative and Statistical Boundaries Theme

Theme:
Theme Keyword Thesaurus: None
Theme Keyword: Cartographic Boundary
Theme Keyword: State
Theme Keyword: County
Theme Keyword: Census Tract
Theme Keyword: Boundaries 

NGDA Dataset Name / Title
It is important that the NGDA specified Dataset Name (http://www.fgdc.gov/initiatives/resources/ngda-master-dataset-list) is included in the metadata record. Given that many NGDA resources existed, and were titled, prior to the NGDA imitative, those datasets are likely known within their community by a dataset name that differs from the NGDA specified Dataset Name. 

If your dataset title differs from the NGDA designated Dataset title, include the NGDA Dataset Name in the metadata record using either the CSDGM/FGDC or ISO recommendation below.

	Metadata Element for NGDA Dataset Name
	Rationale and Comments

	Alternate Title (ISO)
	ISO metadata standards provide the option to include an ‘Alternate Title’ within any Citation. Include your Dataset Name using the path designated below:
MD/I_Metadata.identificationinfo>MD/I_DataIdentification.citation>
CI_Citation.alternateTitle 

	Title (CSDGM)	Comment by Brigitta Urban-Mathieux: Wouldn’t this option make the name too long? Does it get truncated in the search results.
	CSDGM does not support the use of an Alternate Title so Dataset Managers are asked to append the NGDA-specified Dataset Name to their existing title





HTML EXAMPLES:

ISO ALTERNATE TITLE EXAMPLE:
Citation
Title: TIGER/Line Shapefile, 2013, Series Information File For The Current Census Tract State-Based
Alternate Title: National Geospatial Data Asset (NGDA) Census Tract

CSDGM/FGDC APPENDED TITLE EXAMPLE:
Citation:
Citation Information:
Title: TIGER/Line Shapefile, 2013, Series Information File For The Current Census Tract State-Based - National Geospatial Data Asset (NGDA) Census Tract

XML EXAMPLES (encoding format):

ISO ALTERNATE TITLE EXAMPLE:
     <gmd:citation>
       <gmd:CI_Citation>
         <gmd:title>
           <gco:CharacterString >TIGER/Line Shapefile, 2013, Series Information File For The Current
                                                 Census Tract State-Based
           </gco:CharacterString>
         </gmd:title>
         <gmd:alternateTitle>
           <gco:CharacterString >National Geospatial Data Asset (NGDA) Census Tract
           </gco:CharacterString>
         </gmd:alternateTitle>
        (other Citation elements removed)
       <gmd:CI_Citation>
     </gmd:citation>

CSDGM/FGDC APPENDED TITLE EXAMPLE:
     <citation>
       <citeinfo>
         (other Citation elements removed)
         <title> TIGER/Line Shapefile, 2013, Series Information File For the Current Census Tract
                    State-based - National Geospatial Data Asset (NGDA) Census Tract
         </title>
         (other Citation elements removed)
       <citeinfo>
     <citation>
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