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Metadata Content That Makes Your Data Discoverable as an NGDA Dataset

NGDA Datasets are designated a national resource.  The publication of metadata is available through Data.gov and the Geospatial Platform to help identify and discover these datasets. The following metadata recommendations facilitate discovery of your dataset as an NGDA resource.	Comment by Lynda Wayne: All of this information has been provided in other documents and the reference to publishing methods and technologies used seems to clutter vs. help.
NGDA Datasets are national resources as designated by OMB Circular A–16 Supplemental Guidance (Nov 2010). For those creating NGDA-designated datasets, the following metadata recommendations are provided to promote the discovery and use NDGA data resources/





Theme Keywords and Thesaurus (and Thesauri)	Comment by James Irvine: Should the first paragraph be Thesauri which sets the dictionary of keywords

Theme Keywords provide a simple means of identifying  can be used to identify NGDA-designated datasets and assess the status of the publication effort. . Include the following Theme Keywords and Thesaurus reference when documenting your NGDA dataset. 
*Should an NGDA Keyword Thesaurus be required?	Comment by Brigitta Urban-Mathieux: ??? Yes – my vote.


	Theme Keyword
	Rationale
and Comments

	‘NGDA’
	Inclusion of the acronym ‘NGDA’ in your Theme Keywords facilitates discovery within the Ddata.gov/GeoPlatform.gov system.

	‘National Geospatial Data Asset’
	Inclusion of the full phrase ‘National Geospatial Data Asset’ explains the NGDA acronym for those not familiar with the program and facilitates user understanding of the status of the dataset

	Your NGDA specified theme
	Inclusion of the NGDA specified theme to which your dataset is assigned enables those interested in Theme specific dataset to discover the NGDA designated resource and promote use of that resource.

The official list of NGDA Themes is available at:
https://www.fgdc.gov/initiatives/portfolio-management/themes
However, use the list of NGDA Theme Keywords provided below exactly as written. The addition of the term ‘Theme’ and removal of all punctuations and spacing ensure that the Keywords will be properly display in Data.gov.

	Comment by Lynda Wayne: retitle
NOTE: Do not include any punctuation in the Theme Keyword, it cause processing errors that split the terms into separate keywords
Use ThisNGDA Theme Keywords					 Not This	Comment by James Irvine: List all themes alphabetically in a notepad font exactly as they are to be copied

Biota Theme
Cadastre Theme
Climate and Weather Theme
Cultural Resources Theme
Elevation Theme
Geodetic Control Theme
Geology Theme
Governmental Units and Administrative and Statistical Boundaries Theme
Imagery Theme
Land Use Theme
Real Property Theme
Soils Theme
Transportation Theme
Utilities Theme
Water Inland Theme
Water Oceans and Coast ThemeGovernmental Units and Administrative	Governmental Units, and 
     and Statistical Boundaries			  Administrative, and Statistical
                                                                             Boundaries
Land Use Land Cover				Land Use-Land Cover	Comment by Lynda Wayne: Add Theme to Keywords
Water Inland					Water – Inland
Water Oceans and Coasts			Water – Oceans and Coasts

*Does the NGDA Theme have to include the word ‘Theme’, e.g. ‘Geology Theme’ to be identified by the GeoPlatform for inclusion in the NGDA community?	Comment by Brigitta Urban-Mathieux: ??? Yes – my vote.




	Theme Keyword Thesaurus
	Rationale
and Comments

	‘NGDA Portfolio Themes’
	Inclusion of the ‘NDGA Portfolio Themes’ as a Theme Keyword Thesaurus supports recognition of the dataset as an NGDA resource.



ISO THEME KEYWORD AND THESAURUS EXAMPLE:
Keywords:
Theme:
Theme Keyword: NGDA
Theme Keyword: National Geospatial Data Asset
Theme Keyword: Governmental Units and Administrative and Statistical Boundaries Theme
Theme Keyword Thesaurus: NGDA Portfolio Themes
Theme:
Theme Keyword: Cartographic Boundary
Theme Keyword: State
Theme Keyword: County
Theme Keyword: Census Tract
Theme Keyword: Boundaries 
Theme Keyword Thesaurus: None

CSDGM/FGDC THEME KEYWORD AND THESAURUS EXAMPLE:EXAMPLE:	Comment by Lynda Wayne: ISO
Keywords:
Theme:
Theme Keyword Thesaurus: NGDA Portfolio Themes
Theme Keyword: NGDA
Theme Keyword: NGDA Portfolio Themes (?)
Theme Keyword: National Geospatial Data Asset
Theme Keyword: Governmental Units and Administrative and Statistical Boundaries Theme
Theme Keyword Thesaurus: NGDA Portfolio Themes (?)
Theme:
Theme Keyword Thesaurus: None
Theme Keyword: Cartographic Boundary
Theme Keyword: State
Theme Keyword: County
Theme Keyword: Census Tract
Theme Keyword: Boundaries 
Theme Keyword Thesaurus: None

NGDA Dataset Name / Title
It is important that the NGDA specified Dataset Name is included in the metadata record. Given that many NGDA resources were pre-existing, the datasets are likely known within their community by a different dataset name.In many cases, Federal agencies use different dataset names for various communities and sometimes the official NGDA Dataset is labeled with a different title in Data.gov/GeoPlatform.gov.

 If your dataset title differs from the NGDA designated Dataset title (http://www.fgdc.gov/initiatives/resources/ngda-master-dataset-list), include the NGDA Dataset Name in the metadata record using either the CSDGM/FGDC or ISO recommendation below.

NGDA specified Dataset Names are organized by NGDA Theme at:
https://www.fgdc.gov/initiatives/resources/ngda-master-dataset-list.

	Metadata Element for NGDA Dataset Name
	Rationale and Comments

	Alternate Title (ISO)ORWe need to pick one

	ISO metadata standards provide the option to include an ‘Alternate Title’ within any Citation. Include your Dataset Name using the path designated below:
MD/I_Metadata.identificationinfo>MD/I_DataIdentification.citation>
CI_Citation.alternateTitle 

	Title (CSDGM)	Comment by Brigitta Urban-Mathieux: Wouldn’t this option make the name too long? Does it get truncated in the search results.
	CSDGM does not support the use of an Alternate Title so Dataset Managers are asked to append the NGDA-specified Dataset Name to their existing title

	Abstract (CSDGM)
	CSDGM does not support the use of an Alternate Title so Dataset Managers are asked to include the NGDA-specified Dataset Name to within their abstract.




ISO ALTERNATE TITLE EXAMPLE:
Citation
Title: TIGER/Line Shapefile, 2013, Series Information File for the 2010 Census Urban Area National
Alternate Title: National Geospatial Data Asset (NGDA) 2010 Census Urban Area

CSDGM/FGDC APPENDED TITLE EXAMPLE:
Citation:
Citation Information:
Title: TIGER/Line Shapefile, 2013, Series Information File for the 2010 Census Urban Area National - National Geospatial Data Asset (NGDA) 2010 Census Urban Area
Pro: Is in field where data.gov will expect it to be
Con: May get truncated off of long title – need to check character limit, if usual 250, should be OK
ORBe sure to check with Census to use their record as example.

OR, if we pick the abstract approach

CSDGM/FGDC APPENDED ABSTRACT EXAMPLE:
Citation:
Citation Information:
Title: TIGER/Line Shapefile, 2013, Series Information File for the 2010 Census Urban Area National
Description:
Abstract: The TIGER/Line shapefiles and related database files (.dbf) are an extract of selected geographic and cartographic information from the U.S. Census Bureau's Master Address File / Topologically Integrated Geographic Encoding and Referencing (MAF/TIGER) Database (MTDB). The MTDB represents a seamless national file with no overlaps or gaps between parts, however, each TIGER/Line shapefile is designed to stand alone as an independent data set, or they can be combined to cover the entire nation. After each decennial census, the Census Bureau delineates urban areas that represent densely developed territory, encompassing residential, commercial, and other nonresidential urban land uses. In general, this territory consists of areas of high population density and urban land use resulting in a representation of the "urban footprint." There are two types of urban areas: urbanized areas (UAs) that contain 50,000 or more people and urban clusters (UCs) that contain at least 2,500 people, but fewer than 50,000 people (except in the U.S. Virgin Islands and Guam which each contain urban clusters with populations greater than 50,000). Each urban area is identified by a 5-character numeric census code that may contain leading zeroes. This dataset is also known as ‘2010 Census Urban Area’ within the National Geospatial Data Asset (NGDA) Governmental Units, and Administrative and Statistical Boundaries Governmental Units Theme.
Pro: Is in field where data.gov search field and enables the inclusion of the theme
Con: Less obvious: More likely (than title) to get truncated off of long abstract, if usual 250, should be OK

