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Geospatial Data for Inclusion in Data.gov -

Metadata Quality Considerations 
The request to promote specific Federal geospatial data sets through geodata.gov for inclusion on Data.gov provides the Federal geospatial community the opportunity to feature data sets consistent with good data management practices.  A basic review of the quality of the metadata will help to insure a good user experience by the citizen.  The following quality considerations and best practices will help ensure that your Agency data set is well received by the Data.gov user, help the overall site satisfaction, and render your metadata more useful in the many applications that utilize the national collection contained in geodata.gov now and in the future. 


Title: Should contain the basic What, Where and When information about the data set to support easy browsing.  Example – ‘Hazardous Waste Sites in New Jersey from 2008 EPA Source Data, KML’
Online Linkage: Ensure that all links are active and working.  For downloadable data, ensure that URLS are as direct as feasible to the download function.  For web mapping services, publishing as a WMS with a known common projection and including a legend reference will greatly improve usability and interoperability.  Note that any WMS can also be wrapped in (referenced within) a KML file and be viewable (draped) in a KML client like Google Earth or ArcGISExplorer.  Publishing you KML files will also greatly increase the usability by the non-GIS professional.

Abstract: Give an overview of the general content and features, clearly indicate the data set format (GIS file, image, dbase, web service, etc.) and include special data characteristics or limitations.

Bounding Coordinates: The geographic bounding box should accurately represent the data set area of coverage to the best extent possible.  This is essential for effective spatial searches.

Theme and Place Key Words: The use of rich key words will also enhance search.  Include both thematic and place keywords.  You are strongly encouraged to utilize one or more ISO 19115 Topic Categories as described in the FGDC Metadata Quick Guide (see ‘References’ below).
Entities and Attributes - Metadata must include a detailed description of attribute values and definitions or provide a link to an existing data dictionary so that potential users can assess the true content of the data resource. 
References:

FGDC Metadata Quick Guide:

http://www.fgdc.gov/metadata/documents/MetadataQuickGuide.pdf
Creating and Publishing Metadata in Support of Geospatial One-Stop and the NSDI
http://www.fgdc.gov/metadata/metadata-publications-list
Other Geospatial Metadata Resources:
http://www.geodata.gov/gos/metadata/CreatePublishMetadata.pdf
Geospatial One-Stop


